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Abstract

In the discourse of Islamic jurists, Jihad is specifically associated with
fighting in the cause of Allah and invitation (Da'wah) to Islam. It is
considered an obligatory ruling (Wajib) grounded in Quranic verses, the
Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH), and the precedents set by the Caliphs
during the conquests. Given the widespread nature of war and conflict
during the era of revelation, accounting for the gradual revelation of the
verses on fighting (Qital) is essential. However, this aspect has often been
overlooked, and the methods employed by the Caliphs during the
conquests were treated as a definitive precedent for future generations.
While the realization of certain benefits (Masalih) and the avoidance of
certain harms (Mafasid)—validated by the Legislator as the criteria for
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legal rulings—require a gradual implementation due to the subject's
importance or its prevalence in society, as seen in the gradual prohibition
of intoxicants and the punishment for adultery, the same logic applies to
Jihad. The methodology of this study involves substantiating the claim by
analyzing gradual revelation and categorizing the verses, while regarding
Islam as the ultimate "Virtue" (Ma'ruf) and disbelief (Kufr) as the ultimate
"Vice" (Munkar). This research utilizes library sources through an
analytical and critical approach; historical discussions are primarily
incidental (istitradi). From the author's perspective, the available evidence
demonstrates that not only does Jihad encompass a broader meaning than
mere fighting, but defense also extends beyond defense against physical
aggression. The fundamental principle of the Islamic system’s
confrontation with the system of disbelief is the utilization of all
capabilities for the exaltation of the Word of Allah, the propagation and
promotion of Islamic teachings, and the dismantling of warring tyrants
(Taghut) through effective tools relevant to each era. Military force is thus
considered the final resort in combating the vice of disbelief and tyranny.

Keywords
War, Peace, Qital (Fighting), Jihad, System of Disbelief (Kufr), Primacy of
Peace, Primacy of War.
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