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The Capacities of Political Figh for the Efficiency
of the Political System'

Rouhollah Shariati
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Figh, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran
Email: r.shariatig7@gmail.com

Abstract

Every political system originates from specific foundations that are rooted
in the intellectual framework, social contexts, and ideology of its founders
as well as the people who have either contributed to its formation or
accepted its authority. The more efficient and capacity-rich these
foundations are for ensuring the effectiveness of the political system, the
more sustainable and effective the system will be. This raises the question:
Does Islamic figh (Islamic jurisprudence), as a foundational element of
the Islamic political system, have the capacity to enhance the system’s
efficiency? It must be stated that: first, figh itself must be efficient; and
second, it must possess inherent capacities that can promote the efficiency
of the political system—capacities that lead to problem-solving, breaking
deadlocks, and opening new horizons for the system. In brief, Islamic
political figh, with its structural and textual principles, as well as flexible
and context-sensitive mechanisms, is not only efficient in itself but also
has the capacity to enhance the effectiveness of the political system. This
article examines the capacities of political figh for addressing challenges,

1 . Citethisarticle: Shariati, R. (2023). The capacities of political jurisprudence for the efficiency of
the political system. Figh and Politics, 4(7), pp. 7-37.
https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.71860.1074

* Publisher: Idamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy,
Qom, Iran). * Type of article: Research Article
[=] Received: 2025/05/15eRevised: 2025/05/28eAccepted: 2025/07/15ePublished online: 2025/09/07
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breaking impasses, and expanding horizons for the efficiency of the
political system, with attention to the elements of efficiency including
ideas, structure, behavior, and agents.

Keywords
Efficiency, Efficiency of Figh, Efficiency of the Political System, Capacity
for Efficiency, Political System.
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Abstract

This study aims to explain the identity-building components of an Islamic
seminary student aligned with the Islamic Revolution based on the
intellectual framework of the Supreme Leader of Iran and to analyze the
dynamic interaction among these components. Considering the unique
role of the clerical institution in realizing the ideals of the new Islamic
civilization and the necessity of redefining the identity of seminary
students in response to the challenges of the contemporary world, this
research seeks to systematically analyze the Supreme Leader’s statements
from 1989 to 2025 to present a coherent model of the seminary student's
identity structure. The main research question is: What are the key
components shaping the identity of a revolutionary seminary student in
the thought of the Supreme Leader, and how do they interact as a cohesive
system? Using the thematic analysis method, data was collected from the
public speeches, meetings with seminary students, and religious scholarly
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building components of the Islamic seminary student in line with the Islamic Revolution in the
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sessions of the Supreme Leader. After open and targeted coding of the
data, five overarching themes were identified: 1. Intellectual and scholarly
identity. 2. Ethical and spiritual identity. 3. Political and insightful
identity. 4. Organizational and institutional identity. 5. Social and cultural
identity. Findings indicate that these components interact in an
evolutionary and complementary manner to form a "composite identity"
of the seminary student in line with the Islamic Revolution, such that
strengthening each dimension enhances the others. This model, in
addition to offering a framework for reengineering seminary training
programs, provides a benchmark for evaluating the performance of
seminary students based on the expectations of the Islamic system.

Keywords
Identity, Revolutionary Seminary Student, Thought, Supreme Leader of
Iran, Seminary Student in Line with the Revolution.
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Abstract

The organization, development, and progress of individual and social life
depend on the presence of appropriate laws. The Quran holds a
distinguished position and scientific authority within religious knowledge,
especially in the domain of Sharia rulings and legislation. Some non-
Muslims, using both historical and non-historical critical approaches,
have examined the Quran’s legislative content and attempted, through
various hypotheses, to question the legitimacy of Quranic legislation or to
portray it as relative and limited to a specific time period. This article
presents some of the most significant claims and critically evaluates the
evidence supporting them. It defends the divine origin and the absolute,
non-relative nature of the Quran—including its legislative rulings and

commands. The findings indicate that the rulings of the Holy Quran, like
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its other teachings, were revealed by Almighty God to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). These rulings are universal, eternal, purposeful, and

based on real benefits and harms, expressed through specific methods.

Keywords
Scientific authority of the Quran, Quranic laws, legislative rulings, non-
Muslims, legislative inimitability.
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An Examination of the Principle of Honoring Divine Symbolsin
Relation to the Presence and Activities of Religious and
Sectarian Minoritiesin the lslamic Republic of Iran'
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Abstract

The Islamic Republic of Iran, in its domestic political interactions with
religious minorities (Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians), requires a
comprehensive framework and strategy that, while preserving the legal
identity of these minorities, also maintains national unity and interests,
and utilizes their potential in line with its revolutionary ideals and goals.
On the other hand, the presence of religious minorities within the fabric of
Iranian society has a history spanning several millennia, and separating
them from the Muslim population is impractical. Accordingly, after the
Islamic Revolution, not only was their presence and activity legitimized
and legalized, but specific behavioral policies were also adopted to benefit
from their capacities. This study seeks to examine the relationship

1 . Citethisarticle: Nourian, A., Zarei, M. M., & Jahani, A. A. (2023). An Examination of the principle
of honoring divine symbols in relation to the presence and activities of religious and sectarian
minoritiesin the Islamic Republic of Iran. Figh and Politics, 4(7), pp. 113-142. [In Persian].
https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.71511.1064

* Publisher: Idamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy,
Qom, Iran). * Type of article: Research Article
[=] Received: 2025/04/07eRevised: 2025/04/27eAccepted: 2025/07/15ePublished online: 2025/09/07




between the principle of honoring divine symbols (fa zim sha ‘a’ir Allah)
and the presence and activities of minorities by analyzing sources, legal
texts, and examples of the application of this principle, alongside relevant
legal provisions concerning their rights and activities. The participation
and support of minorities in major political events—such as honoring
resistance leaders, condemning unrest and terrorist incidents (Shah
Cheragh, Kerman, Sistan and Baluchestan), and participating in or
encouraging participation in religious and national demonstrations (Quds
Day, February 11)—are examples of the peaceful coexistence of minorities
with the Muslim community. The Islamic Revolution has been able to
utilize the presence of minorities effectively to honor divine symbols and
realize its objectives and ideals. This research adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach, using a comparative type of study and a theory-based
analytical method for data analysis.

Keywords

Principle of honoring divine symbols, religious and sectarian minorities,
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, governance-oriented
jurisprudence, political jurisprudence.
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The Logic of Spiritual Power: A New Issuein Power Studies'

Reza Lakzaei
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5 Abstract
Power is one of the key topics in political science and has been explored

from various dimensions. The central question of this study is: how can a
seemingly limited and defeated power be portrayed as victorious in
history, while the apparent victor is considered defeated and despised?

This issue has received relatively little attention in power studies. The
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discussion is analyzed using the method of implication (daldlar) with a
focus on the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. The findings of this research
indicate that the fundamental distinction between material and spiritual
power lies in their orientation. The orientation of spiritual power is rooted
in monotheism, righteousness, salvation, and the liberation of humanity
from both material and spiritual injustice and suffering. In contrast,
material power lacks a monotheistic core and is driven by the worldly and
material interests of those who control media, weapons, and capital, with
little concern for human destiny. In divine thought, spiritual power holds
primacy, and material power is meant to serve spiritual power. Ultimately,
in the confrontation between material and spiritual power, true victory

belongs to spiritual power—even if it may appear defeated outwardly. The

1. Cite thisarticle: Lakzaei, R. (2023). The logic of spiritual power: A new issue in power studies.
Figh and Palitics, 4(7), pp. 143-170. [In Persian]. https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.71714.1070

* Publisher: Idamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy,
Qom, Iran). * Type of article: Research Article
[=] Received: 2025/04/28eRevised: 2025/05/11eAccepted: 2025/07/15ePublished online: 2025/09/07




duration and outcome of this confrontation are determined by the

patience and faith of the believers.

Keywords
Ayatollah Khamenei, logic of power, material power, spiritual power, truth
and falsehood.
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An Examination of Iran’s Accession to the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization Based on the Principle of Nafy Sabil*

Sajjad Hemmati Boroujeni
M.A. Student in Islamic Studies and Political Science (International Relations),
Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran.
sahebtam@chmail.ir

Abstract

The principle of nafy sabil (denial of domination) is one of the key
foundations of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s foreign policy. It asserts that
non-believers should not hold authority over Muslims and that their
influence and domination must be prevented. Over the past two decades,
the issue of Iran’s membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) has been raised repeatedly. However, since many of the member
states of this organization are non-Muslim, concerns have emerged
regarding whether Iran’s membership could contradict the principle of
nafy sabil. Nevertheless, the findings of this study indicate that joining the
SCO does not necessarily violate this principle. However, it is crucial for
policymakers and foreign affairs officials to exercise vigilance and adopt
proper strategies to ensure that this membership does not become a
gateway for Eastern powers to gain influence over Iran. This research is
based on a library method, drawing on credible sources and expert
opinions in the field. Through a comparative study of the provisions of the

1. Cite this articlee Hemmati Boroujeni, S. (2023). An examination of Iran’s accession to the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization based on the principle of nafy sabil. Figh and Politics, 4(7),
pp. 171-187. [In Persian]. https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.68778.1045

* Publisher: Idamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy,
Qom, Iran). * Type of article: Research Article
[=] Received: 2025/03/22eRevised: 2025/04/22eAccepted: 2025/07/15ePublished online: 2025/09/07

ir.ac.isca.//ijp :http



Shanghai Cooperation Organization treaty and the Islamic legal principle
of nafy sabil, this study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis. It is
categorized as applied research.

Keywords
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, principle of nafy sabil, Iran,
independence, China.
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