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The Power Network in the Islamic State: Conditions
for Appointing Officials in the Political
System Based on the Holy Quran!

Najaf Lakzaeil Reza Lakzaei®
1. Full Professor, Baqir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran (Corresponding Author)
nlakzaee@bou.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Imam Sadiq (A) Islamic Sciences Research Institute, Qom, Iran
r.lakzaee@isri.ac.ir

Abstract

The power network in the Islamic state is formed on the basis of Islamic
principles and values. The main issue of this article is to examine the
power network in an Islamic government by focusing on three key
dimensions: the conditions for appointing Muslim officials, non-Muslim
officials, and women in the political and administrative system, in order to
clarify the Islamic criteria and indicators for determining the hierarchy of
power and governance in an Islamic state.

The novelty of this research lies in distinguishing between wilayah
(guardianship) positions and service-oriented positions and in providing a
precise analysis of the requirements for each category. The research
method combines dalalah (textual indication) and inferential reasoning.
The findings show that competence, knowledge, trustworthiness, and
justice are essential conditions for officials. Employing non-Muslims in
service positions is permissible under the supervision of the Islamic

1. Lakzaei, N., & Lakzaei, R. (2024). The power network in the Islamic state: Conditions for
appointing officials in the political system based on the Holy Quran. Journal of Jurisprudence and
Politics, 5(9), p. 7-32. https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.72349.1084

* Publisher: Islamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture
Academy, Qom, Iran). = Type of article: Specialized
[=] Received: 2025/07/19 e Revised: 2025/07/28 e Accepted: 2025/09/27 e Published online: 2025/11/02
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government, and the presence of women in non-wilayah and service-
oriented positions is unobjectionable. Clarifying these issues not only
enriches the literature of Islamic political thought but also lays the
groundwork for a new analytical approach in comparative studies of
political systems.

Keywords
Power network; Islamic state; political jurisprudence; Islamic management;
Muslim officials; non-Muslim officials; women.
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Citizenship and Nationality in Light of Islamic
Jurisprudential Teachings: A Socio-Political
Analysis with Emphasis on the Gaza Issue!

Reza Isania

. Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran

r.eisania@isca.ac.ir

Abstract

The concepts of nationality and citizenship are among the most
fundamental in modern political thought, emerging alongside the
formation of nation-states and modern political systems as replacements
for traditional Islamic notions such as ummah (as a politico-religious
community), Dar al-Islam, and hijrah in Islamic jurisprudence. However,
the profound transformations and crises in the Islamic world—especially
the situation of Palestine and, in particular, Gaza—highlight the need for a
critical and sociological re-examination of these concepts in light of
Islamic teachings. This article, using a descriptive-analytical approach and
drawing on Shia jurisprudential sources, reinterprets the concepts of
citizenship and nationality in the context of Gaza, understood as a socio-
political reality under occupation. It aims to provide a jurisprudential-
social-political analysis of the rights of Gaza’s inhabitants within the
framework of Shia political jurisprudence, demonstrating how Islamic law
is interpreted and applied in response to specific circumstances. The
primary question of the article is whether the modern concept of

1. Isania, R. (2024). Citizenship and nationality in light of Islamic jurisprudential teachings (A
sociological—political analysis with emphasis on the Gaza issue). Journal of Jurisprudence and
Politics, 5(9), p. 33-73. https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.72412.1085
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Academy, Qom, Iran). xType of article: Specialized
[=] Received: 2025/06/24 e Revised: 2025/07/11 e Accepted: 2025/09/27 e Published online: 2025/11/02
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citizenship aligns with the principles of Islamic jurisprudence and how the
legal and political status of Gaza’s residents can be analyzed in light of the
interaction between Islamic jurisprudence and social reality. The findings
show that Shia jurisprudence, by relying on principles such as nafy al-
sabil (denial of dominance), la darar (no harm), and defensive jihad,
provides strategies that not only express religious rulings but also reveal
the potential of Islamic law to deal with political and social challenges.
These strategies, however, at times conflict with international law and
modern legal structures.

Overall, the study demonstrates that Islamic jurisprudence, through
concepts such as hijrah (migration), nusrah (support), wilayah
(guardianship), and faith, offers a framework distinct from modern
citizenship—one that, in critical situations like Gaza, can serve as an active
foundation for political commitment, legal protection, and faithful
resistance. Such a reinterpretation contributes to the renewal and
dynamism of governmental jurisprudence in addressing ummah-centered
issues.

Keywords
Nationality; citizenship; Islamic ummah; Dar al-Islam; Gaza; sociology of
political jurisprudence; international law; Shia political jurisprudence.
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A Model for the Desirable Distribution of Political Power
Considering the Position of the Clergy in
Shahid Beheshti’s Thought!
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Abstract

This study aims to present a native and dynamic model for the
distribution of political power in the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the
ideas of Shahid Ayatollah Dr. Beheshti. The main issue of the research is
the redefinition of the relationship between “divine legitimacy” and
“popular acceptance” in the power structure and the examination of
strategies to prevent concentration, inefficiency, and institutional gaps.
The research method combines document analysis and comparative
critique of Beheshti’s works and positions, alongside a conceptual
comparison with competing theories such as Rousseau’s social contract
and Foucault’s networked power. Findings indicate that the proposed
model, inspired by Beheshti’s intellectual framework, delineates three
interwoven layers: 1. The centrality of religious leadership and the
Supreme Leader as a regulator linking fixed principles and variable needs;
2. Separation of powers and institutional balance to ensure justice,

1. Esmaeili, M., & Moeini Pour, M. (2024). A model for the desirable distribution of political power
considering the position of the clergy in Shahid Beheshti’s thought. Journal of Jurisprudence and
Politics, 5(9), pp. 74-104. https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.72453.1086
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efficiency, and mutual oversight; 3. Active participation of the people,
elites, and intermediary institutions (parties, councils, Guardian Council)
with the clergy’s mediating and discourse-building role in preserving
legitimacy and reproducing social capital. The innovation of this model
lies in emphasizing the responsible and reflective role of the clergy, as well
as transparent mechanisms, public education, and civil institutions as
executive tools for the sustainability and reproduction of legitimacy. The
durability of this model depends on transparency, public oversight,
avoidance of monopoly, and continuous functional reforms. This
framework provides a foundation for future research in religious
democracy and institutional engineering.

Keywords
Shahid Beheshti, power distribution, clergy, religious democracy,
intermediary institutions.
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Abstract

In the history of contemporary political jurisprudence in Iran, Sheikh
Fazlollah Nouri’s confrontation with the constitutional law has been a
focal point of deep and controversial debates. The present study aims to
explain and analyze his jurisprudential foundations in addressing the
constitutional law. The theoretical framework of this research is based on
the absolute sovereignty of divine Sharia. Sheikh Nouri regarded any
legislation enacted independently of Sharia by the parliament as an
innovation in lawmaking, deeming it haram (prohibited) and invalid;
hence, he opposed the primacy of human-made legislation. Based on the
principle of nafy-e-sabeel, he considered absolute equality contrary to the
superiority of Islam and restricted freedom according to Sharia norms to
prevent corruption and the weakening of religion. The pinnacle of these
jurisprudential principles was Sheikh Nouri’s insistence on the
supervisory role of jurists over parliamentary enactments, which led to the
inclusion of the second principle in the constitutional law amendment.
This supervision served as a guarantee for the conformity of laws with

1. Masoumi, S. E. (2024). An explanation of Sheikh Fazlollah Nouri’s jurisprudential foundations in
confronting the constitutional law. Journal of Jurisprudence and Politics, 5(9), pp. 105-134.
https://doi.org/10.22081/ijp.2025.72459.1087
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Sharia and prevented legal secularization. Finally, Sheikh Nouri’s
concerns over colonial influence and Westernization, perceived as
potential corruption and threats to Islamic identity and independence,
reinforced his jurisprudential deductions. Using principles such as daf al-
maslahah (prevention of harm), jalb al-manfa’at (promotion of benefit),
preservation of the dignity of Muslims, and sadd al-dhari‘ah (blocking the
means of corruption), he adopted a firm stance against imported concepts.
This study, with an analytical-jurisprudential approach and precise
reference to primary jurisprudential sources, provides a comprehensive
picture of Sheikh Fazlollah Nouri’s ijtihadi approach to confronting the
constitutional law.

Keywords
Sheikh Fazlollah Nouri, Constitutionalism, Constitutional Law, Jurisprudential
Foundations, Sharia Sovereignty
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A Dual Examination of “Sighar” in the Verse on Jizya: Examining
the Tension between “Guidance-Psychological Logic” and
“Obedience-Legal Logic” in Islamic Tradition!
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Abstract

The controversial concept of “sighar” in verse 29 of Surah At-Tawbah has
always been a focal point in defining the relationship between the Islamic
state and the People of the Book. This study, using a descriptive-analytical
method with a comparative approach, examines this concept within
Islamic tradition and posits that the duality in interpreting “sighar” stems
from two conflicting theological-political premises. Findings indicate that
Islamic tradition has diverged into two main interpretive paths: the
guidance-psychological logic, which sees “sighar” as a tool to exert
psychological pressure and prepare for the invitation to Islam; and the
obedience-legal logic, which reduces it to compliance with law and public
order. By critically examining both currents, this article shows that the

1. Shoaib, M., & Mollazadeh Yamchi, R. (2024). A dual examination of “Sighar” in the verse on
Jizya: Examining the tension between “guidance-psychological logic” and “obedience-legal logic”
in Islamic tradition. Journal of Jurisprudence and Politics, 5(9), pp. 135-162.
https://Doi.org/ 10.22081/ijp.2025.72657.1089
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Islamic texts themselves have the potential to move beyond this impasse
through a third examination knowns as “sighar as a dynamic quality
within the dhimma (Dhimma”: the protected legal status of non-Muslims
under an Islamic state, involving rights, obligations, and payment of jizya)
contract.” This comprehensive understanding, derived from the
combination of the principles of “dynamic authority of the ruler” and
“contractual nature of the dhimma,” transforms “sighar” from a fixed
ruling into a flexible variable, determined by the ruler based on interests
and circumstances, ranging from minimal legal obligations to the

application of legitimate restrictions.

Keywords
Sighar, Jizya, People of the Dhimma, Political Figh, Comparative
Interpretation
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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the executive responsibility of the Islamic ruler
in the obligation of enjoining good and forbidding wrong, emphasizing the
necessity of the religious government’s active role in realizing this social
duty. The main research question is: based on jurisprudential principles
and the conduct of the Imams, what is the position of the Islamic ruler in
implementing the three stages of this obligation? The research hypothesis
asserts that the third stage of enjoining good and forbidding wrong—
which involves the exercise of authority, implementation of legal
punishments (Hudud), and practical enforcement—falls exclusively under
the jurisdiction of the Islamic ruler or institutions appointed by him. The
study employs a descriptive-analytical method utilizing library sources.

Findings indicate that the Islamic ruler, as the deputy of the infallible

1. Ghafari, H., & Ale Bouyeh, A. (2024). The Islamic ruler and the executive responsibility of
enjoining good and forbidding wrong in an Islamic society. Journal of Jurisprudence and Politics,
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Imam, is responsible for supervision, practical implementation, and
establishing punitive mechanisms to fulfill this duty. This role is not only
linked to maintaining social order but is also essential for the realization

of divine injunctions in society.

Keywords
Islamic ruler, enjoining good, forbidding wrong, religious governance,
political Jurisprudence, divine hudud.
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